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10 Great Public Health Achievements of the 20th Century

1. Vaccines
2. Motor vehicle safety
3. Safer workplaces
4. Control of infectious diseases
5. Decline in deaths for coronary heart disease and stroke

6. Safer and healthier foods
7. Healthier mothers and babies

8. Family planning
9. Fluoridation of drinking water
10. Recognition of tobacco use as a health hazard
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Media Ecosystem  People 



 Can locate and monitor sources publishing about a topic

 Can identify and track individual stories about a topic

 Can look at overall trends and narratives around a topic

Media Cloud: 
Mapping and Tracking the Media Ecosystem

Total stories

547 million

Total Sources

46,000

Countries covered

256



Media Cloud Methodology:

Finding the Influencers & Dominant Narratives 

▷ 1. Attention & News Peaks
→ Trough Analysis
→ Peak Analysis

▷ 2. Language Use

▷ 3. Exploring Source Networks



A Fluoride Story

•1000 stories about fluoride from 400 distinct 
sources online
•50 referenced the “Harvard study”

– 26 news/mainstream media
– 16 advocacy sites
– 5 blogs
– 3 research articles (including original)
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Vaccines Case Study Ebola Case Study

Influence and Echo Chambers

Zika Case Study



Social Proof:



Image source: Goel, et al. The structural virality of online diffusion. 2013

Broadcast              vs.               Social Diffusion:

Now what?


